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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCX Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1,2,4,22,23, drawn to a method of modifying a target nucleic acid of interest at 
a target locus within a genome of a host, wherein the host is capable of expressing the RT prior 
to transforming the host, and a gene targeting construct. 

Group II, claim(s) 1,3,4,22,23, drawn to a method of modifying a target nucleic acid of interest at 
a target locus within a genome of a host, wherein the host is capable of expressing the RT at the 
same time as, or after, transforming the host, and a gene targeting construct. 

Group in, claim(s) 5,6,8-15, drawn to a gene targeting construct and a vector. 

Group IV, claim(s) 7, drawn to a recombinant reverse transcriptase. 

Group V, claim(s) 16-17, drawn to a host. 

Group VI, claim(s) 5,6,8, 14, 18-21, dravm to a method of modifying a target locus in a host, a 
gene targeting construct and a vector. 

The inventions listed as Groups I- VI do not relate to a single general inventive concept under 
PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: 

Inventions I- VI lack a unifying special technical feature. Applicant provided reference of 
Mao et al. describes the expression of ssDNAs by retrons in eukaryotic cells to form triple 
helices has been described in the prior ad (Mao et al. (1995) JBC 270: 19684-19687; p. 19687, 
last paragraph - p. 19688, first paragraph). Further, applicant provided reference of Datta et al. 
describes the successful use of a triple helix forming SSDNA as a gene-targeting agent (Datta et 
al. (2001) Nucleic Acids Research 29:5140-5147; p. 51.44, last paragraph- p. 5145, first 
paragraph). Therefore, it would have been obvious to the ordinary practitioner in the art at the 
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time of the instant invention to modify a target locus with a gene-targeting construct in view of 
the teachings of Mao et al. and Datta et al. The cited prior art provides the requisite teaching, 
suggestion and motivation to make and use the claimed invention. 

Since the claimed subject matter was known from the prior art documents of Mao et al. 
and Datta et al., the subject matters of claims 1-23 are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT) as they appear not to be linked by a new and inventive 
common special technical feature in the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT by taking into account the state 
of the art. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement is traversed (37 CFR 1.1 43). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to (571) 272-0547. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dr. Lou Lieto whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9am-5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor. Dr. Ram Shukla can be reached on (571) 272-0735. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished apphcations is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Patent appUcants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that 
can be viewed in the PAIR can now contact the USPTO's Patent Electronic Busmess Center 
(Patent EBC) for assistance. Representatives are available to answer your questions daily from 6 
am to midnight (EST). The toll free number is (866) 217-9197. When calling please have your 
application serial or patent number, the type of document you are having an image problem with, 
the number of pages and the specific nature of the problem. The Patent Electronic Business 
Center will notify applicants of the resolution of the problem within 5-7 business days. 
Applicants can also check PAIR to confirm that the problem has been corrected. The USPTO's 
Patent Electronic Business Center is a complete service center supporting all patent business on 
the Internet. The USPTO's PAIR system provides Internet-based access to patent application 
status and history information. It also enables applicants to view the scanned images of their own 
apphcation file folder(s) as well as general patent information available to the pubUc. 

For all other customer support, please call the USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800-786- 

9199. 



Dr. Louis D. Lieto 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1632 
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